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tion of knowing of the triumph of " Becket." In the course of the first run of the piece, Irving wrote to the present Lord Tennyson: "We have passed the fiftieth performance of ' Becket,' which is in the heyday of its success. I think that I may, without hereafter being credited with any inferior motive, give again the opinion which I previously expressed to your loved and honoured father. To me 'Becket' is a very noble play, with something of that lofty feeling and that far-reaching influence which belong to a passion play. There are in it moments of passion and pathos which are the aim and end of dramatic art, and which, when they exist, atone to an audience for the endurance of long acts. ... I know that such a play has an ennobling influence on both the audience who see it and the actors who play it." Unfortunately for Miss Terry, the part which she had to play in " Becket" had been, to use the expressive and emphatic phrase of one of the critics, " dragged in by the hair/' As Mr. William 233